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Astronomy
The Maragheh (or Maragha) Observatory was
built in the mid-1200s C.E. in what is today
northwest Iran. The observatory and its related

structures served as the center of advanced
study of astronomy and science.

SECONDARY SOURCE: DOCUMENT

66 The Maragha Observatory has a unique place
in the history of medieval astronomy. It
represents a new wave of scientific activities
in the Islamic world in the mid 13th century
[1200s], it had a key role in the development
of some sophisticated [advanced]
pre-Copernican non-Ptolemaic systems for
explaining the planetary motions, and it was
the model for several observatories that were
built in Persia, Transoxiana, and Asia Minor
up to the 17th century [1600s]. . . . [Tlhe
Maragha Observatory revived advanced
scientific studies during what is normally
considered the period when science declined
in Islam. Ideas initiating from the Maragha
School impacted well beyond the Islamic
territories and influenced the astronomical
revolution of the 16th century [1500s]. . . .

7,200

The observatory was in fact a scientific
institute, with a main building for the
observational equipment, some auxiliary [support] buildings, and
accommodation quarters. . . . [T]here was a library which is said to have
contained about 400,000 volumes. A team of astronomers, most of whom
were invited from different parts of the Islamic world, were responsible . . . for
conducting observations and performing calculations.??

— The Maragheh Observatory, Iran,” Heritage Sites of Astronomy and Archeoastronomy in the
context of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention (June 2010)

Tofigh. “Maragheh Observatory, Irn.” UNESCO

pre-Copernican before Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543), Polish scientist who revolutionized
astronomy by proposing that Earth revolves around the sun

non-Ptolemaic not following Ptolemy (c. 100—c. 170 C.E.), ancient Greek scientist who said 5 -
that the sun revolved around Earth

Transoxiana region of central Asia
accommodation rooms for people to sleep in

EXAMINE THE SOURCE
1. Identifying Why was the Maragheh Observatory built?
2. Drawing Conclusions Why was this observatory so influential?

History.
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